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REEDUCATION  OF  DISABLED  SOLDIERS 
AT  BOMBAY. 
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Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  it  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  sound  national  policy  to  train  disabled 
soldiers  for  special  trades  which  they  can  follow  in 
spite  of  their  handicap  rather  than  leave  them,  to  a 
future  of  idleness,  dependent  for  support  upon  pen- 
sion alone.  The  enlightened  provision  by  the  state 
of  such  "reeducation,”  as  it  is  called,  was  early 
made  by  the  European  belligerents.  The  British 
colonies  have,  yne  by  one,  followed  suit,  and  all  of 
them  now  offer  training  for  the  crippled  soldiers  of 
their  own  forces. 

At  Bombay,  India,  is  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
schools  in  the  world.  It  is  known  as  Queen  Mary’s 
Technical  School  for  Disabled  Indian  Soldiers,  and 
was  founded  about  a year  ago  through  the  efforts  of 
Lady  Willingdon,  wife  of  the  Governor  of  Bombay. 
Soldiers  of  the  Indian  Army,  of  all  ranks  and 
classes,  who  have  been  disabled  in  action  or  pen- 
sioned for  any  reason  as  unfit  for  military  service, 
are  offered  a course  of  instruction  six  months  or 
longer  in  duration. 

The  building  itself,  formerly  Braganza  Hall,  is  at 
Byculla,  and  was  generously  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee,  rent  gratis,  by  the  executors  of  the 
late  Sir  Jacob  Sassoon,  Bart.  It  is  splendidly  ap- 
pointed with  sitting  rooms,  dormitories,  and  work- 
shops accommodating  200  men.  and  is  surrounded 
by  beautiful  gardens  where  the  pupils  take  their  ex- 
ercise or  spend  pleasant  hours  conversing  or  read- 
ing. Spacious  verandas  afford  them  ample  space 
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Crippled  Indian  soldiers  intent  upon  their  work  at  the  Harrison  knitting  machine  making  socks  and  stockings,  neckties,  vests,  caps, 

mufflers,  etc.,  at  Queen  Mary’s  School,  Bombay.  India. 
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for  games  and  amusements.  In  the  well  ventilated 
dormitories,  each  man  has  beside  his  bed,  his  own 
“lock  up,”  in  which  he  keeps  his  personal  belongings. 

Everything  that  the  disabled  man  needs  is  supplied 
at  Queen  Mary's  School.  He  is  provided  with 
clothes,  bedding,  and  food  during  his  entire  training 
period ; he  is  given  a return  railway  ticket  and  trav- 
eling expenses  if  he  comes  from  a distance,  and 
very  often,  after  he  has  completed  his  course,  he 
is  supplied  free  with  a set  of  tools  for  his  trade. 
Each  man  is  permitted  the  choice  of  the  trade  that 
he  wishes  to  pursue. 

On  a large  poultry  farm  disabled  soldiers  are 
taught  by  an  expert  instructor  all  branches  of  mod- 
ern poultry  raising  The  poultry  houses  are  stocked 
with  prize  fowls,  among  them  Minorca,  White  Leg- 
horns, and  other  species.  Breeding  by  means  of  in- 
cubators is  one  of  the  branches  taught,  'l  ire  school’s 
spacious  grounds  offer  ready  opportunities  for  teach- 
ing the  elements  of  agriculture.  Lectures  and  per- 
sonal instruction  in  the  most  modern  scientific  prin- 
ciples of  the  cultivation  of  grain,  fruits,  vegetables, 
etc.,  are  given  by  experienced  men. 

Besides  poultry  farming  and  agriculture,  classes 
have  been  started  ill  tailoring,  motor  car  driving  and 
motor  mechanics,  knitting,  carpentering,  cinema  op- 
erating, oil  engine  driving,  fitting  and  turning,  and 
elementary  engineering.  A machine  shop  is  being- 
constructed  with  the  following  machinery  for  in- 
structional purposes : metal  lathes,  wood  lathes, 
drills,  nut  making  and  bolt  making  machines,  brass 
foundry,  tin  box  making  plant,  copying  lathes  for 
making  handles  of  every  description,  dovetailing 
machine  for  making  ammunition  boxes,  electric  mo- 
tors, etc. 

I he  committee  in  charge  of  the  training  uses  the 
following  general  plan  for  the  placement  of  trained 
men:  in  Bombay  and  other  industrial  centres,  in 
workshops  and  factories ; as  tailors  in  regiments, 
and  in  the  army  clothing  department ; as  chauffeurs 
in  the  mechanical  tiansport  service;  as  turners,  fit- 
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ters,  machinemen,  engine  drivers,  and  ammunition 
boxmakers  in  the  government  dockyard,  ordnance 
factories,  and  arsenals. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  about  200  men  in 
the  school.  A number  have  received  diplomas  for 
oil  engine  driving,  motor  car  driving,  and  other 


Science  finds  a way.  This  Indian  soldier  uses  a prosthetic 
appliance  instead  of  a left  arm,  and  goes  about  his  work  as  deftly 
as  an  ablebodied  mechanic.  [Queen  Mary’s  School,  Bombay,  India.] 


trades,  and  employment  has  been  secured  for  them 
at  salaries  ranging  from  twenty  to  100  rupees  a 
month  ($6.40  to  $32).  The  value  of  such  a sum  of 
money  must  be  estimated  on  the  basis  that  the  aver- 
age man  in  the  school  can  live  easily  on  twenty  ru- 
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pees  or  $6.40  a month.  Upon  completion  of  his 
coarse,  he  is  likely  to  receive  a small  sum  from  the 
«ale  of  some  piece  of  work  that  he  has  made  during 
his  training  period.  The  disabled  man’s  pension 
continues,  of  course,  regardless  of  his  salary. 

Artificial  limbs  are  provided  for  cripples  at  one 
of  the  hospitals  in  Bombay,  while  in  hospitals  at 
Dehra,  Dun,  and  Mussoorie,  electrical  and  massage 
treatments  are  given  for  disabled  men. 

in  addition  to  the  employment  department  of  the 
Queen  Mary’s  Technical  School,  there  have  been 
formed  at  the  various  centres  in  India  bureaus  that 
take  care  of  the  problem  of  placing  disabled  men  in 
suitable  employment. 

The  school  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  King 
and  Queen  of  England,  and  is  maintained  by  a 
monthly  subscription  from  the  Women’s  Branch  of 
the  Bombay  Presidency  War  and  Relief  Fund,  by 
substantial  donations  from  the  Western  India  Turf 
Oub,  and  the  Bombay  Presidency  Branch  of  the 
Imperial  Indian  Relief  Fund. 


